City man & jailed in 7-year-0ld murder case

By Libby ><oa:
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Police vesterday arresied a Corpus

Christi man in connection with the
brutal slaying seven years ago of a 27- -

. year-old woman who was found with
an “X" carved in her back. -

The man arrcsted yeslerday was a
key defense wilness in a trial six years
ago thal cleared another man of the
woman's murder.

Police said they arrested Carlos Her-
nandez, 32, of 120! §. Alameda St., at
a friend’s home afler a seven-hour
search.

Hernandez was in City Jail las1 night
in lieu of a $25,000 bond set by Dis-
trict Judge Jack Blackmon. He is ex-
‘pected 10 'be transferred 10 the Nueces

- County. Jail al 9 a.m. today.

4 - The wnm-.n:.».oq Hernandez began after ~
1 -the Nieces Oo::&. ;

The
carved in ber back.

27.year-old victim’s body ‘was Jound with an X
The woman’s 2-year-old child was
Jound asleep just feet away. _

Grand Jury Wednesday aflernoon in

-.connection with the death of Um_:_m

Sauceda.

Police Lt. P. Gulierrez mm_a Hernan-
dez was arresied a1 10:55 a.m. yester-
day at a [riend’s home on Seventh
Street, by Sgts. Paul Rivera and Eddie
Garza, with the assistance of Sgi. _Hcc-
ert De La Garza.

Rivera said there havce always been
questions about Hernandez's possible
involvement in the Saucedo death, but

"police didn't have enough evidence 10’

arrest him. Polige reopened the investi-

- gation uocnﬂ_ H:cs:._m mmo mmnﬂ receiv-

_ing new evidence,

which Guljerrez
would not disclose.

The case began Nov. 20, _oqo when
iwo school boys discovered Mrs. Sau-
ceda’s nude, bealen and blood-stained
bedy in the back of her van parked in a
lot near Mexico and Mussett streets..

An “X” had been carved in Mrs.
Sauceda’s back, and she had been
strangled with a pair of jeans. The
woman's ménm_..o_n_. daughter was
found sleeping in the van: near - “her
mother’s body.

In 1980, _o.wnm_..o_n_ Jessé: N Dnﬂ
was En_ﬂon man_ a:on moq the’ E:En

bul an .nmms—._.:m: _,ocq.io_._._m:..._zé
found him: hot guilty.

Albert Pena, Garza's uzogaw —o_n__
the Caller yesterday he subpoenaed
Hernandez a:..:._m the trial lo help -
prove his clieni’s innocence. :

‘Al the trial, Hernandez admitted he
had sex with ?__.m Sauceda-on: :_m night
she was murdéred, and. :3 mzﬂouww
showed she had engaged i .
tivity within '12 hours of ‘her”death.
Police discovered Hermandez’s finger-
prints and underwear in the van.

Pena said’ Hernandez's testimony
'was an. impaortant faclor in the not-
mE_Q verdicl.. Pena said he asked the
jury during n.o!:m ‘arguments at the
trial 10 recommend that police re-ex--
amine what .._=<o_<n_.=oE _ Inaumzann
may have had i

ivarez: had . told:
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